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- with Richard Solomon

So it’s the off-season for Bridge. That may be so but no-one told the 12 pairs who turned up
for Holiday Bridge on the evening of Wednesday December 14th. There’s plenty more sessions
at the Franklin Bridge Club (see below) before we get back in earnest again in early January.
The television programmes and the weather (at least as I write) have not got any better (or
less bad?).
So, why not come along for a relaxed game? No partner needed. Just turn up if you feel like

a game. Rumour has it that finesses are more likely to work in the Christmas season. Mind
you, it’s only a rumour! 
2016 Wrap up
AGM Evening
Time, first, to wrap up the old year. December started with the AGM, Prize-giving and some

fun bridge … but most importantly, the welcoming of a new Life Member to the club. 
There was a good attendance at the club's AGM.  Proceedings started with a free drink at

5pm and proceeded smartly to the AGM itself, which went smoothly and quickly, followed by
the prize-giving of cups, trays, jugs and pens. It was great to see some of our very new
members there. The prize-giving was followed by a shared pot-luck dinner, the club providing
strawberries and ice-cream.  Optional bridge afterwards attracted 9 tables of drawn pairs -
some old partnerships, some new, and everyone enjoying themselves.  

Jim Buckland was elected a Life
Member of the club and promised to
be around to collect on it for the next
25 years! Jim is a past President of
our club, past Treasurer, current
director and dealer and has given
great service to our club over the
years. He has taught and been a most
valuable mentor to many new players
and still now takes an active role in
beginners’ lessons and Thursday
supervised play.  Congratulations,
Jim.
It is also appropriate to thank those

committee members who have given
up their positions. Firstly, there is
Chris who has handed over the reins
as President to Lynne. Chris is
certainly not going to be lost to club
or committee and as well as
Immediate Past President will be on



the new committee as Computer Manager. There is no-one at the club more enthusiastic or
plays as often as Lynne. It is a delight to have her in the role of President. Welcome on to the
committee to Madeline Dodds and Diane Conroy. Maria is now Tournament Secretary with
Debbie Sullivan concentrating on the very important position of teaching the new players and
involving them in the Club. 
There was plenty to celebrate at the prize-giving, new names and old being called up. The

following three "discretionary" prizes for the year were awarded as follows:
• T. E. Welch Trophy for "Best First Year Player" 

(i.e. came through previous year's lessons - 2015) - Jo Griffiths
• Holwerda Cup for "Most Promising Beginner" 

(i.e. came through lessons 2 years ago - 2014) - Maria Casci
• Maria Schintz Trophy for "Most Improved Player" - Kevin Birch

At the AGM, new programme books and your subscription invoice for the
coming year were available.  The club would appreciate your prompt
payment of your subscription and is very happy to accept online banking,
cheques or cash. 
Money time!

Well done, Doug.
It was also nice to see that Doug Hull has recently been made a life member of the Onewhero

Golf Club. Our members do not just give of their time and services at the Bridge Club. 

A glass of wine with cheese and crackers preceded play on the last
night of Thursday supervised play on 8th December. These sessions
have been very popular throughout the year and have been of
considerable help to new players, and those wanting a refresher. Well
done to Debbie and Chris, and everyone else who helped by coming
along and playing with the beginners.
Then, when it came to the bridge, Belinda Summerville helped

Christine Lyons to the best score of the night, 67.5%. 

A Christmas lunch was held on Tuesday 13th December at the club and was organised by
Lynne Geursen and Diane Conroy. Participants were asked to bring a salad or dessert to share,
plus a grocery item for the raffle, and a secret Santa. Tables were beautifully laid and
decorated with glassware and Christmas crackers. After lunch, there were eight tables of
Bridge. Lynne won North-South with Maria Casci (64.9%) and Bev Donaldson and Margaret
Van Der Coer (59.5%) East- West. 
Teresa and David at the Inter-Provincials
On the more serious playing side, the end of November saw Teresa Phillips and David Spencer

represent the club in being part of the Auckland-Northland Intermediate Inter-provincial team
in Dunedin. That meant three days of quite intensive bridge, a great experience for both



players. Unfortunately, there were no medals for them to bring home though they would
certainly have enjoyed the experience. Well, I think so. Rumour has it that Teresa took her
warmest clothes to Dunedin and still froze. It just shows that there are parts of this country
colder than the hills of Wairamarama! (south of Tuakau and well north of Dunedin if geography
is not your strong point!)

A Christmas smile: 
Gary and Tricia's little grand-daughter was attending the Pukekohe Christmas parade in early

December. Earlier in the week, she had visited Santa at one of the big malls. "Do you think
Santa will recognise me from Sylvia Park?" asked Sophie �

More Smiles? 
Sometimes "smart" phones, with their predictive text can catch you out.
Conversation between two Wednesday night players, one with a smart phone and one with

an older model.  They were trying to sort a round to play together next year.

"Older model”: “I've got the Puni Pairs free in June - how about that?”

"Smart model”: “Sorry I've got the Punitive Pairs already booked.”
Is this "predictive in more ways than one”?

in reply to a text asking whether a club member was having a good weekend . . . .
"Lovely weekend, thanks. Spending it on Waiheke, am full of food and wind . . . . . . .  (we

think she meant wine, not wind!)

Franklin Bridge Club dates
So, to Bridge at the Club in the coming weeks. There is Wednesday evening Holiday Bridge

on December 21st and January 3rd and Friday day-time Bridge on December 30th and January
6th. Then, it’s back to normal competitions from Monday January 9th onwards. There is
really no summer break at all!
Also do not forget the first tournament of the year, the two session Summer 8B Pairs on

Saturday February 4th. 



Bridge … and a Christmas Present for you. 
And to finish the year, a piece of bridge and a tip for you. This board came from one of the

last Monday night plays of the year at the club. 
What do we all like? We like “powerful hands”.
What do we all not like?” “Mis-bidding them!”
Since 4 out of 7 pairs only bid to game on a Monday night with the following, there seems

to be a little problem:
West East
♠AK ♠QJ943
♥Q5 ♥K87
♦AKQ5 ♦JT2
♣AKQ82 ♣53

In case you are a little slow in counting, West, who was the dealer, held a mere 27 high card
points. One West player was put off by North’s cheeky heart overcall but problems may have
occurred with West’s choice of rebid. How would you bid these hands?
I think when you hold a balanced hand of 23, 27 or even 37 hcp, you should rebid 2NT rather

than any other no-trump bid. Occasionally, you may reach game with 23 hcp opposite an ugly
0 count (blame partner for that hand!) but you can develop really strong hands so much more
easily if a 2NT rebid is 100% forcing (that means if you pass, you will be on tea duty for 6
months!). 
Yet, East should really have propelled their side to slam by making a positive response to the

2C opening. Only one king but 7hcp is enough to tell partner you have a decent hand too. For
those playing Gerber, the bidding could go:

West East
2♣ 2♠
2NT 3NT (no other suit to bid)
4♣ (Gerber) 4♦ no aces
5♣ 5♥ one king
6NT Pass

Note that 2♠ should show at least 5 spades (no need for East to bid them twice) and that
West checked to see if East had a second suit before launching into Gerber. 
There are 14 top tricks unless the defence starts with a heart.
Here’s wishing you all a Happy Christmas and New Year and hoping you have got all your

partners worked out for 2017. Give Maureen (Wednesdays), Madeline (Fridays) or me
(Mondays) a call during the year (after January 9th, please) if you have not. Maybe we can
help.
And here’s to lots of big 27 pointers as well!
Richard Solomon


